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Topic: How Social Media Affects Relationships
Purpose of research: Social media has had a significant impact on the life of society in many ways. The debate on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube, not to mention the dating sites grows every day. Much emphasis has been put into the positive effect of the different social media avenues. However, the same has a negative side. These platforms have changed how people communicate and relate with their partners, friends as well as families. The purpose of this research is to determine the impacts of social media on relationships.
Importance to the family: in order to understand the impacts of social media on relationships, it is important to understand the different relationships that may get affected and their significance in family matters. 
First, parents spending more time on social media that they do not have enough time for their children are more likely to have a poor relationship with them. Initially, parents would have time to play and have other activities with the latter. With the evolution of social media, most parents are always on WhatsApp if not Facebook or Instagram. According to Duncan (2018), what people share on social media also has a significant impact on parenting. For instance, some posts trigger a comparatively mentality on the parenting successes which in turn may lead to low self-esteem on parenting. Moreover, children end up missing adequate advice and love from their parents. Consequently, they may lack virtues which are essential in a child’s growth and development. 
Secondly, social media has also affected the love life a great deal. Interactions on Facebook and Instagram have been a cause for breakups in many relationships. Social media offers a comprehensive platform where people with different objectives and needs can socialize with others. Moreover, the chances of deception on social media are very high (Silva, 2018). Therefore, people in relationships may find it easier to lie and have other relationships. Also, a partner may spend more time liking and adding comments on the posts than they spend making their fellows feel loved. In response, the other may end up cheating and later breaking up and eventually divorcing. 
Apart from social relationships, social media has also had a significant impact on professional relationships. Communication and interaction are essential aspects of the organization, monitoring and working on a task. Some avenues such as LinkedIn allow professionals to interact with each other and will enable them to acquire and organize a team to work on a specific assignment. However, some platforms such as Facebook and Instagram may have a deteriorating impact on one’s professional life. For instance, some posts in these social media accounts that are meant to be private may end up being public which in turn may ruin the relationship with colleagues or even employers. Butler and Matook (2015) refer to this effect as blurring of boundaries. Eventually, the person ends up being jobless and cannot support their family, which may be the cause of breakups and lack of respect in the family.
In conclusion, social media has numerous effects on different relationships including social and professional relationships. The impacts of using any of the social media platforms may be positive while some may be deteriorating. Therefore, understanding the need to control the use of social media avenues may help not only in strengthening family relationships but also maintaining an excellent professional relationship.
Research question: How do social media affect relationships?
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